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A SERMON, 



P84LM XCVi. 8, 9. 

'* Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his name : bring an offering, and 
come Into hU coarts. O worship the Lord In the beauty of hoUncM.** 

It appears, from the 16th chapter of the first Book of 
Chronicles, that on the removal of the ark of God to the 
tent or tabernacle, prepared and set apart for its reception, 
David celebrated the event with psalms of thanksgiving, 
and, amongst others, with this in particular, which is re- 
corded in the course of that chapter, as also in the 96th of 
the Book of Psalms. This was the immediate purport of 
the Psalm, and, as such, it is a solemn invocation of God's 
ancient people, the Israelites, to ^ give glory unto the Lord," 
in commemoration of his special presence amongst them. 
By common consent, however, of Jews as well as of Chris- 
tians, the Psalm has been applied to the times of the 
Messiah : and, as such, it is a solemn invocation of God's 
people in these latter times to celebrate the coming, and the 
presence among them, of the Son of God, our Lord Jesus 
Christ. To us, therefore, my brethren, no less than to the 
Israelite of old, is the invitation addressed, ^' Give unto the 
Lord the glory due unto his name : bring an offerings and 
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come into his courts. O worship the Lord in the beantj 
of holiness.*' 

By the remarkable phrase, ^ the beauty of holiness,** in 
this invitation, we may understand, generally, that becoming 
worship of God which is constituted by the regular and 
solemn services of his Church : specifically it means the 
place itself, which is appropriated and dedicated to such 
services, and thus answers to the '^ courts of the Lord" in 
the preceding verse. Accordingly, our marginal transla- 
tion is, ** in the glorious sanctuary :*' and in our old metri- 
cal version, often valuable for its accuracy, we read, 

" Fall down and worship ye the Lord 
Within his temple bright" 

And thus the passage is an invitation to all God s people to 
worship and adore him with the solemn services of religion, 
and signally in the places appropriated and set apart for his 
service. 

We have been assembled here this day, my brethren, for 
the purpose of solemnly dedicating this building, erected 
for the worship of Almighty God, to the service of him for 
whose worship it was erected ; of setting it apart from all 
common and profane uses, and consecrating it altogether to 
the adoration and glory of God. And both in the erection, 
and in the dedication or consecration of the building, has 
been followed the example of God*s people, who at all 
times, even from the beginning, have thus exerted them- 
selves in his service, as, I trust, with his blessing, to show 
you, by tracing through the records of his Church transac- 
tions of the nature of those wherein we have been now 
engaged. 
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I. — 1. The appointment of stated places for the offering 
of worship to the Almighty Creator appears to have been 
of primeval origin and of perpetual observance, having 
proceeded, as it should seem, from the will of God himself, 
as impressed first on the minds of men, and then forming 
a di«tinct part of his succeeding revelations. 

Even in Paradise, Adam appears to have had a peculiar 
place where he might appear before the Lord i* and after 
their removal from Paradise, the "sons of Adam likewise 
had stated places for the offering of their sacrifices.f Of 
altars and mounts and groves we subsequently read in the 
history of Moses, as places constructed or appropriated, 
with their fences and inclosures, to the purposes of patri- 
archal worship by Noah, on his deliverance from the ark ;'^ 
and in succeeding times by Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the 
fore-fathers of the Israelitish race.§ In the very commence- 
ment of the legal dispensation, ere the people of Israel were 
possessed of a settled habitation for themselves, and wan- 
derers as they we're **in a desert land, in the waste 
howling wilderness," yet they were commanded by God to 
make a moveable tabernacle, a sort of ambulatory temple, 
" without the camp," a place " whilher every one was to go 
who sought the Lord/'|| At what time they should be- 
come settled in the land promised to their fathers, the like 
charge was injoined upon them : that there ** should be a place 
which the Lord God should choose to cause his name to 
dwell there," and that ** unto the place which the Lord God 
should choose out of all their tribes, to put his name there, 
even unto his habitation should they seek, and thither 



♦ Gen. iii. 8. t Gen. iv. 3. t Gen. viii. 20. 

5 Gen. lii. 7 ; xiii. 4, 18 j xxvi. 25; xxxv. 7. II Exod. xxxiii. 7. 
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should they come, and thither should they bring their burnt- 
offerings and their sacrifices," in a word, their yarious signs 
of publick religious worship.* 

To perform this charge of building a house of God» 
when God had chosen Jerusalem, and in Jerusalem, Mount 
Moriah, for his habitation and dwelling-place, was the am- 
bition of David : to perform it in a manner suitable to the 
character of the undertaking, with becoming stateliness and 
m agnificence, was his determination and endeavour, and 
would have been his glory and joy. That he was not per- 
mitted to perform it, was an occasion to him of the ex- 
tremest grief. The honour denied to David was, however, 
reserved for and accomplished in Solomon, who builded 
^' an house for the name of the Lord God of IsraeL'f But 
this house having been overthrown for the sins of the 
people, and they themselves having been carried into cap- 
tivity, a second house of God was, by God's will, and in 
obedience to his word of prophecy, erected instead of the 
former for the worship of God: whilst in other parts of 
the land of Judea, and even in Jerusalem itself, there 
arose other places of worship, or synagogues, for the re- 
ligious resort of the people. 

To this second temple and to these synagogues, it was the 
custom of our blessed Lord to resort in the days of his flesh ; 
the custom of himself and of his Apostles. And when at last 
be had offered up the only true and real propitiatory sacrifice 
of himself, and was ascended to make intercession for us io 
heaven, the Apostles, who succeeded him in the ministry of 
holy things, still persisted in the same practice, together with 
the other disciples of their Lord. For the Christian Church, 

* Dent. xii. 5, U. 1 1 Kings viii. 20. 
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in the days of ils infancy at Jerasalem, holding as it did a 
profession of faith, which possessed not the allowance or 
countenance of authority, could not exercise the peculiar 
rites of her' religion otherwise than in private : as Jews, then, 
having acoess to the temple and synagogues, where God was 
served after the custom of the law, thither the first disciples 
resorted for publick worship, being of necessity constrained 
to asemble elsewhere for the religious rites which they cele- 
brated as Christians, the ministration especially of holy bap- 
tism, and the holy communion of the Lord's Supper.* 

Thus in the very earliest days of the Gospel appropriate 
edifices do not appear to have been laid out and constructed 
for Christian worshippers, but they seem to have been com- 
pelled to seek, not the fittest, but the safest places for as- 
sembling: some building, probably, or some commodious 
portion of a building, assigned to that purpose by some 
wealthier disciple for the accommodation of his brethren ; 
and which appears to have been recognised by St. Paul in 
several of his epistles, as « the Church in the house" respec- 
tively " of Aquila and Priscilla, of Nymphas, and of Phile- 
mon ;" f the phrase being property used to denote the congre- 
gation assembled in the dwelling of one or other of these 
members of the primitive Church, and thence transferred, 
apparently, to the place of their assembly. 

In process of time, however, whether by the suflferance 
and connivance, or by the leave and permission of the ruling 
powers, the Christians began to erect for themselves, for 
the purposes of publick worship, distinct oratories or houses 



• On several of the foregoing particulars, the reader may consult 
Hooker's Ecclesiastical Polity. Book v. sec. 11. 
t Rom. xvi. b', 1 Cor. xvi. 19; Col. iv. 16; Philem. 2. 



12 

of prayer, alMtaining however, at first, from costliness and 
magnificence ; for the former would hardly have consisted 
with the generally poor estate of the Church, and the latter 
would have been calculated to expose her to the envy 
and malignity of the world. 

2. If, indeed, the circumstances of tlieir condition had 
been such, as to give ability and opportunity for the erec- 
tion of sumptuous and stately edifices, it is reasonable to 
suppose that the primitive Christians would not have been 
backward in erecting them for God*s worship, for such had 
been the conduct of the people of God in former times, 
and such in succeeding times continued to be their conduct, 
as I proceed, secondly, to show. 

Thus, in the earlier times, for the formation of that am- 
bulatory tabernacle in the wilderness, it was the endeavour 
of Moses, that all things should be as beautiful, gorgeous, 
and rich, as art could make tliem ; and towards its construc- 
tion all the people contributed, with the most zealous ala- 
crity, oblations of their most valuable possessions : and, such 
materials being provided, the work was honoured by the 
Divine approval ; for the Lord is said to have '< called by 
name Bezaleel,'* and to ** have filled him with the Spirit of 
God, in wisdom, in understanding, and in knowledge, and 
in all manner of workmanship."* Thus, David, in contem- 
plation of the work eventually accomplished by his sou, set 
the example himself, and animated his subjects to a bountiful 
contribution, and ** prepared for it, with all his might, gold, 
and silver, and brass, and iron, and wood, and all manner of 
precious stones, and marble stones in abundance :*' yea, 
" moreover," said he, " because I have set my aflfection to 

* Ezod. xxxi. 2, 3. 
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the house of my God, I have of mine own proper good, of 
gold and silver which I have given unto the house of my 
God, over and above all that I have prepared for the holy 
house, even three thousand talents of gold, of the gold of 
Ophir, and seven thousand talents of refined silver."* Thus, 
Solomon carried into efifect the work whicli David had de- 
signed: sparing neither expense nor magnificence, in the 
magnitude and costliness of the stones for the foundation of 
the house, or in covering it with beams and boards of cedar, 
or in ** garnishing it with precious stones for beauty,"f or in 
*' overlaying the house, the beams, the posts, and the walls 
thereof with gold ;*t making *^ the house which he builded 
great ; for great, said he, is our God above all gods/'§ And 
however striking was the difference between this house and 
the second, which was erected in its stead after the Baby- 
lonian captivity, by reason of the different condition of the 
people, so that *' the ancient men, who had seen the house 
in its former glory,*' wept on perceiving the inferiority of the 
second ;|| yet, even of this second, also, so precious were the 
decorations, and so skilful was the disposition of them, and so 
eminent was its beauty and majesty, that it was esteemed 
worthy of the admiration of the world. 

In the primitive times of Christianity, as hath been already 
intimated, the poverty of tlie Church, and the persecutions 
to which she was exposed, precluded the erection of sump- 
tuous edifices for her worship. But so soon as the ability 
and the opportunity were given, the desire of offering to God, 
not what dost them nothing, but what, indeed, was an evident 
proof of devotion to his honour and service, manifested 



* I ChroD. xxix. 3, 4. 1 2 GhroD. Hi. 6. 12 Cbron. iii. 7. 

§ 2 ChroD. ii. 5. D Ezra iii. 12. 
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itself withal. Whea it pleased Almighty God to add to hw 
Church the poMessora of worldly sabstaace, aad to extend 
over her fold the shi^ of protection and immunity from 
persecution, enterprises, which had before surpassed the 
ability or daring of Christians, were undertaken and per- 
formed with all alacrity. Even before the time of Con- 
stantiae, when, under the rule of some of the preceding 
Emperors, the condition of the Christians was relieved fronr 
immediate pressure, the former buildings for divine worship, 
with which, mean and small as they were, they had been 
constrained to be contented, no longer satisfied them ; but 
they erected spacious and ample churches throughout every 
city, so long as the arm of God was extended over them for 
their safeguard. Condemned to witness the overthrow of 
these sacred edifices by a solemn edict of Dioclesian,* their 
hearts were again filled with a holy joy, when, by a like 
authority of Maximin, leave was given for their re-erection ; 
and their churches, which had been laid waste, were, as tbe 
contemporary historian Eusebius relates, *' reared up to an 
height immeasurable, and adorned with far more beauty in 
their restoration Uian their founders before had given them."f 
But, under the patronage of Constantino, tbe first Christian 
emperor, this devotional feeling attained a more perfect 
consummation. Temples were everywhere erected; no 
cost was forborne, no sacrifice was grudged for their erec- 
tion. It was tbe height of Christian joy and exultation to 
promote and behold the sumptuous stateliness of houses 
built for God*8 glory and worship ; and the whole world ap- 
peared to delight in the occasion of pouring out the gifts 
which God had given, for a purpose so blessed and glorious. 

* Euseb.EccI. Hist. Lib. viii. c. 2. f Euseb. x. 2. 
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3. Of the hoases of God thus erected a solemu dedica- 
cation or consecratioD appears to have taken place, as pre* 
liminary to the holy uses to which they were afterwards 
applied. The tabernacle in the wilderness was reared up^ 
and anointed, and sanctified^ and appropriated to holy uses 
with rites of religions inauguration by IVIoses, as we read in 
the 40th chapter of Exodus. Of the solemn dedication of 
Solomon's temple, with all its important and interesting de- 
tail, most valuable records have been transmitted in the 
first book of Kings and the second of Chronicles. After 
the destruction of that house and the erection of a second, 
of that second also a solemn dedication was celebrated, as 
related in the sixth chapter of Ezra, so that '' the children of 
Israel, the priests, and the Levites, and the rest of the chil- 
dren of the captivity, kept the dedication of this house of 
God with joy.*' When the heathen had pro&ned the sanc- 
tuary and altar of God, as you may read in the 4th chapter 
of the 1st Book of the Maccabees, Judas, by the ministry of 
chosen priests, ** cleansed the sanctuary, and hallowed the 
courts, and built a new altar according to the former, and of- 
fered sacrifice according to the law upon the new altar of 
burnt-offerings which they had made.** And, 'Mook,*' for 
Urns the history proceeds, << look, at what time and what day 
tlje heathen had profaned it, even in that day was it dedicat- 
ed with songs, and citherns, and harps, and cymbals. Then 
all the people fell upon their faces, worshipping and praising 
the God of heaven, who had given them good success. And 
so they kept the dedication of the altar eight days, and of- 
fered burnt offerings with gladness, and sacrificed the sacri- 
fice of deliverance and praise." 

Whether the dedication of Christian Churches was coaeval 
with the first erection of them, is a question, upon which 
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there is not sufficient evidence to warrant a positive decision ; 
so that, whilst by some learned men the practice has been 
deduced from the earliest age, others have deemed so high 
an antiquity, not improbable, indeed, but uncertain.* But, in 
and from the time of Constantine, under whose auspices the 
empire became Christian, the consecration of Churches, 
whether erected by emperors or by bishops, or by private 
munificence, became a customary religious ceremony. 
Churches were rebuilt over all the world, and dedicated 
with great solemnity. ** Then it was a desirable sight,*' as 
Eusebius, the contemporary Eccclesiastical Historian, ex- 
presses it, '< to behold how the consecrations of the new 
built churches, and the feasts of the dedications were solem- 
nised in every city/' And somewhat later, an eminent 
father of the Church, St. Gregory of Nazianzum, adverting 
to more ancient usages, declares it to be " an old law and a 
good one, that feasts of dedication should be honoured, or," 
says he, '* to expresss myself more accurately, that all new 
works (of piety) should be honoured by feasts of dedica- 
tton. 

4. To these solemn dedications God's people seem to have 
been actuated by such considerations as the following. 

First, it was judged but seemly, that those buildings 
which were designed for houses of the God of heaven, should 
be finished and inaugurated with more appearance of out- 
ward devotion, than such as were reared for mere human 
use, for the builder s own habitation ; and that being intended 
for publick purposes, for the publick worship of ibiuUtt[#his 
assembled people, they should be publickly set apart, ancf ap- 
propriated to that use by an act of publick assignment, 

* See Bingham*B Antiquities of the Ctiristian Church, Book viii. 
chap. iz. sec. 1. 
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Secondly, the solemn dedication of the houses of God 
not only served to make them publick, but it served also to 
surrender the right otherwise possessed in them by their 
founders, and to make God himself, in a peculiar sense, their 
owner. 

Further, it was a notification, a solemn and formal noti- 
fication, of the holy and religious use to which such houses 
were intended to be applied ; a prohibition against tfie with- 
drawing of what was designed to be at all times hallowed 
and sacred, from the purposes for. which it was originally 
provided ; a caution against the liberties which bold men are 
too apt to take even with the things of God himself; a re- 
straint upon impious profanation ; an encouragement of a 
reverential affection towards the places thus consecrated as 
the houses of God. 

5. As the founders of these edifices saw good to dedicate 
them to God by an act of solemn appropriation, so did it 
please God on several occasions to sanction the proceeding 
by a manifest acceptance of the dedicated house. At the 
consecration both of the tabernacle and of the temple, he 
gave testimony of his approval by taking sensible possession 
of each : of the tabernacle ; for when ^* Moses had finished 
the work,*' and sanctified it, ''Then a cloud covered the 
tent of the congregation, and the glory of the Lord filled 
the tabernacle, and Moses was not able to enter into the 
tent of the congregation, because the cloud abode thereon, 
and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle."* And in 
like manner he took possession of the temple : for '' when 
Solomon had made an end of praying** his prayer of dedi- 
cation, " the fire came down from heaven, and consumed 

* Ezod. xi. 34, 35. 

B 



tfte hvlmt^9§mng itadthe 0Ki4icto»;.aiid ib» glory ef llie 
Lor4 Ml^ tiie ho«w. AM thep#ie«te eouM M>t enttfr ioi^ 
tke koote of tbo L<M». beoa«8» the glwy of tlui Lord ImmI 
fillod tlw Lord's home. And whe* ail tkto cliHditoA of Israer 
saw how the fire came down^ and the glorjr of the Lord iip<H» 
tbo konae^ ikey bowed tbemeelTet' wilh tliew feceo to Ae 
greoBil upon tbo pafonwal, aad #e rd b i ppedy aBd> pfeaised' th^ 
Ldrdy mfingj ** For bio io good ; ibr bis m^^ endovelb for 
imrJ'* Thai the BolemtiitiA also^ coMeeted wid» tk^ 
setioMd temple^ were-a^reea M e to tbo Dmne Beitag(, msnf be 
ialnrred IVoal o»r b l a rtwid LorcVe- eomki^ eoneertiiilg it-: 
foTy whereas an anli^ least in conHnemoratieMi ol tbo ve- 
oenstmetion aad dedicatiott- of its altar was aCkerwardo fer^ 
ftXuMf observed by the Jev^, owr SaRrioor, by his peeseae^ 
at that '^ feast of dedication/' stamped with bis approba tion tW 
aei wbiob wars thus coMm e isor ated Lf 

Qi Thns approprialed to tbo serrico of God, reHgiouO! 
edifiees wero invested wkba ebaraeter tf derivatite boUaee#. 
Tbo afrgument^ wbieb &oit Savionr nsed agaiast the^ proAmeffo 
of tbo tempky tlo took kma tbo en^loymentf to wbieb it 
hod been sol^illnly cooseerated : ** My b^use shall bo eallod 
a beiosef of ptayer/' { AaA a» the propbeC Jeremkh iorbada 
the dhrying of bifrdens oO the Sabboihi beeanse )t was a 
slm^tified day ;§ so^ beeanso the temple was a place sancti- 
fied, onr Lord would dot snffer the carriage even of a vessel 
tbrongh the tefeaple^ And so it utras that these two com- 
raiiridiifents wei'o joined together in the la#^ ^ Yo shall keep 
my Sabbaths^- a^ reverence my sanctiiary/'ll 

In like manner a dhstracti»f of hoKneeeseewsto be impree* 

* 2 Chron. vii. 1, 2, 3* 4. 1 1 Mac. iv. 59. John z. 22. 

X Matt. zzi. 13. t Jer. xtU. 24. I Lev. zz?i. 2- 
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sod on religioas edificsa by Su Paul, wh«o he draws a com* 
pariaon batwQeo places of. doroastji^k inAerconrsey. and tbo^e 
where Cbnstjana wei^e ^hered to^^ih^r fosr the cpmmen 
epKercise ef devotmL ^* Haire. ye aot boii9e9.te. eaii and drink 
iQ? Or despise ye the Charcb o{ God?"^ For^ hoiweyer 
templesyspeeiaUy eveeted br the publick relig^ioue rit^s of 
ChristiaiHty, may Qot have beeqi tl^w. m esteteoce* yet the 
Apostlei appelate to iadicate a diflferqiice between ordinary 
dwelKog^hoiises and the houses set apart for God's service ; 
aoticipatitieg dus character, which should sigaally belong to 
such as in process of time shouM he erected for that pury 
pesoti Thus he instructe them m^at. is fit for man's habita- 
tion, and what for the house ef God : that common food iato 
be taken, by Christians at their own bomes^ but in die house 
of the Lord none but heaisenly food ; that as in the one 
place they ^se refreshment for their bodies, so in the other 
they are to seek the nourishment of thek somIs ; that as in 
the former they sustain temporal life^ so in the latter they 
are to make provision for life eternal Chrisit would nojt 
suffer the temple to sc^rve for a place of merchandise : nor 
would the Apostle of Christ soSex a Christian Church to be 
employed for a place of secular resort and entertainment 
And from each we mt^ learn the same lesson, and he in- 
siructed in the holiness which is derived to those huildmgs 
which are set apart from cqmmon wes by a solema dedica- 
tion, and appropriated and consecrated thereby to God mid 
hia service.-l* 

7, A sense of the holiness of these places has been ac- 
cordingly, at aU timesy implanted and cherished in the minds 
of God's people, as conducive to the furtherance of the end 

* I Cor. xi. 22. t Qm Hooker's Ecc PoL, v. 12. 
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fur which ihey are erected: by asnsting to detach the 
thoaghts from earthly and grovelling things, and to lift them 
up to high and heavenly things, and to engage them more 
perfectly in the pore worship of God. The tine and spiri- 
toai worship of God, indeed, is at all times acceptable to 
him in itself, for he respecteth not so much in what place, 
as with what affection be is served : and therefore, as this 
position has been well exemplified by an eminent father of 
the Church, St. Basil, as quoted by our excellent Hooker ;* 
<* Moses in the midst of the sea. Job on the dunghill, Heze- 
kiah in bed, Jeremiah in mire, Jonas in the whale, Daniel in 
the den, the children in the furnace, the thief on the cross, 
Peter and Paul in prison, calling unto God were heard." 
Nevertheless, it is manifest that in regard to the worshipper, 
the very holiness and majesty of the place, where God is 
worshipped, possesses a peculiar virtue, a powerful force and 
efficacy, forasmuch as it is a sensible help in exciting devo- 
tion ; and in that respect is calculated to give a more excellent 
quality to our holiest and best acts of worship. And there- 
fore, as it has been the constant practice of God s people to 
worship God everywhere with holy worship ; so, for the most 
perfect performance of this service, it has been their practice 
to assemble themselves together, of old time in the tabernacle 
or temple, in later days in Christian Churches, and thus to 
comply with the exhortation of tho royal Psalmist, '^O 
worship the Lord in his glorious sanctuary,'* according to 
our marginal translation, or, as the phrase is rendered in the 
text, " O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.** 

IL — I have thus endeavoured to set before you, my bre- 
thren, a summary view of the conduct of God*s people with 

• Ecc. PoL V 16. '- 
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respect to places of religious worship, from ancient times 
down to the fourth century of the Christian era, when 
Christianity became the relig^ion of the Roman empire under 
the auspices of the Emperor Constantine. Your attention has 
been directed to the facts, that religions edifices, the taber- 
nacle, the temple, and in the course of time, auxiliary syna- 
gogues, and in the end, Christian CImrches, were of early 
origin and peq)etual observance : that they were coni- 
structed and furnished, after a manner suited to their dignity, 
with such costliness and beauty as the circumstances allowed 
to each : that they were then dedicated or consecrated to 
God, and that as such dedications proceeded from becoming 
motives in the minds of their founders, so they were 
approved, and the approval of them was sensibly attested, 
by Him to' whom they were dedicated : lastly, that being 
thus dedicated, they were invested with a character of pecu- 
liar holiness in the minds of God*s people, and regarded with 
corM^Kponding veneration. 

Judging from these precedents, my brethren, yon will now, 
I trust, be prepared to concur with me in the sentiments, 
which, in conclusion, I shall lay before you with respect to 
the occasion of our present assembly. 

]. And first, you have cause to esteem it a high privile|2;B 
and an invaluable blessing, that remote as yon have hitherto 
been from the house of God, the appointed place for your 
religious assemblies, and incapable therefore of uniting with 
regularity and constancy in the publick prayers of the Church, 
and in the other sacred ordinances of our Christian religion, 
you now have easy access to a hallowed building of your 
own ; where, by the holy oflices of your own parochial min- 
ister, and with the benefit of his continual superintendence 
and instruction, you will be at all times enabled and en- 
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coareged to partake in Ae rites of our trae piirt of tfce holy 
Catholick Charcfa of Christ. Without casting our eyes inroad 
to other parts of Christendom, or eren to distant parts of 
the British empire, homr many of onr brethren are there in 
this country, yea, hoir many are there still in this diocese, 
to whom this high privilege, this iuTalaable blessing has not 
hitherto been granted ! For ybnr parts, my brethren, let 
me exhort you to prize this happiness of youn, and, by the 
nse you make Of it, to manifest to all men that yo« do prize 
'it as you onght. Meanwhile, you will, I am sure, be sensible 
that your gratitude is due for the blessing, first, to Almighty 
Ood ; and then to God*s instruments, whether the generous 
individuals with whom yon are cotinectfed by proximity Of 
dwelling, and community of local interests ; or thilt Society 
of y6ur Christian brethren, linked together for the increase 
of the houses of <3od amongst us, to whom God has giveii 
ability for doing good, and withal, that still more excellent 
gift, a hearty dispositipn to do it. 

2. Secondly, it has been stated, that whereas of old time, 
the servants of God spared not cost nor skill in the erection 
of God*8 houses, so far m their power extended, still there 
were ofttimes cases, wherein circtimstauces constrained them 
^ be contented with less sumptuoiiB and stately edifices. 
Such is likewise the case with tis in these letter days. And 
not to mention other circnmstarices which lead, of course, to a 
moderation of expense, and a forbektaoee of the embellisb- 
ments of art, the eirdnmstance of place alone is freqdently 
of itself a sufficient cause. Thus the ornaments of krchkec- 
ture and seulptifre which may be well bestowed oil churches 
of metropolitan or episcopal dignity, or in places of general 
resort, and amid other signs Of opulence, niay seem less ap- 
propriate, iban the chaste simplicity and unadomed iHeauty 



28 

of this hnmbWfaimc, totbepodtion of b sequegtered village 
and a raral and poor population. 

Still, whilst no needless profnsion has been permitted in 
the erection of ihis building, it'hm been erected wiihench 
regard to sensible* appearance, as to impess on the eye and 
tnind of every beholder the idea of its ^having been built for 
the glory and worship of God. To the discerning obsevver, 
symptoms will occur of a generous superintending care in 
the completion and decoration of the edifice, not sparing of 
cost. To those who would fain be perpetually reminded, on 
their entrance into the Lord*s house, of their reltgious 
promises and obligations, .there are not wanting, albeit not 
injoined by legal or canonical enactment, nor lof common 
use in this country ; yet, «8 a rattable apperteimnce>to a 
sacred building, and ^set- up at the eastern end in a con- 
spicuous situation, ** nffaere the people may best see and rtad 
the same/* the ten comtiiaudments of God's moral law; and 
tiogether wiih that summary 6( divine precepts, the Aposto- 
lical symbol of our Christian faith, and the most perfect model 
and comp^ndivf m of our devotions, in our blessed Lord s own 
form of prayer. Nor is there, moreover, ivmting the maai- 
ficent and appropriate offering of an honourable' Ghristkn 
lady, in vessels of silver, emblematicaliy adorned for the more 
becoming celebration of the holy sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper. Nor is there wantiag,^ in addition, the oblation of 
your pastor, reminding us of those earlier works of ecclesi- 
astical magnificence, not disallowed in this respect, but 
countenanced rather, sanctioned, and encouraged, by the 
highest authorities at and after the Reformation : when the 
faith and practice of the Church having been purified by the 
light of God's hdy* word from Romish oorraptma, «wise 
discrimination' was observed (as propounded in the second 
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book of Homilies, the componUon proboM^ of Bishop 
Jewel, the most renowned of onr Elizabethan Reformen^ 
between those ornaments which were innocent and blameless, 
and those which were forbidden by holy Scripture, as giving^ 
occasion, and causing danger, of idolatrjr: when the stained 
glass decorations of oor Chorches were, in fact, presenred and 
perpetuated, and so exempt withal from all appearance of 
enl, that Archbishop Sandys, noted as he was among his 
fellows at the same period for bis anti-popish zeal, yet 
preaching in his metropoUtical Cathedral of York, amidst a 
profusion of beraldick emblazonry and portraiture of the 
early benefactors of the Church, and in the face of that 
noble eastern window on which was pictured almost the 
intire history of the Bible, scrupled not to declare, that their 
gracious Gorernor, following Christ's example, had laboured 
most earnestly to purge this Church of England, and had 
caused ** all rubbidge" and '* whatsoever was hurtful to be re- 
moved," and ** the stumbling-stones of superstition, with all 
monuments of idolatry, vanity, and popery, to be cast out of 
the house of God ;*' manifestly, therefore, affirming the harm- 
]e8sness,'and the freedom from false and corrupt religion, of 
the ornaments whereby he was surrounded : and when, 
together with 

'*The high embossed roof, 
And antic pilian massy proof 

of those hallowed edifices, piety still loved to contemplate, 
in the language of Milton, not then a Puritan, 

** The storied windows richly dight. 
Casting a dim religions light :*'• 

* Milton's // Penteroto, v. 157—160. The ** storied windows" were 
the windows painted with stories, that is, hietories : namely, Scriutiu 



25 



ere a penurious and meagre nakedness of all external decor- 
ation was unlawfully attempted to be substituted for tbe 
sumptuous and gorgeous embellishments, sometimes, indeed, 
indulged to a culpable excess, and degenerating into super- 
stition, of our forefathers ; and ere men made it a matter of 
conscience to brc^ak down, with axes and hammers, all the 
carved work,** and illuminated windows '* of the houses of 
God in our land :** and God was thought to be best worship- 
ped, the furthest his worship was removed from all outward 
*' beauty of holiness." Such, however, is not the manner in 
which God of old time gave directions for his worship : such 
is not the manner in which bis saints of old took delight to 
worship h;m. Such is not the manner wherein this house 
has been built, with respect to the seemliness of outward 
appearance, for the worship and glory of God. 

Meanwhile, with respect to those things, of wliich the law 
speaks, as ** things appertaining to Churches,*** within, you 
see before you all the requisite provisions for God's service, 
according to the rites of the United Church of England and 
Ireland. The baptismal " font of stone*' near the entrance 
of the building, where your infants may be ** washed in the 
laver of regeneration, and received into the congregation of 
Christ's flock :** yonder '* convenient reading-seat for yonr 

n1 histories. Ses Warton's note on tbe passage. " One of the arga- 
ments," observes Mr. Warton, ** used by the Puritans for breaking the 
painted glass in the Church windows, was, because by darkening the 
Church it obscured tbe new light of the Gospel." And " it may be 
added," subjoins Archdeacon Todd, *' that they also proposed to Par- 
liament, that the walls of the Churches should be coloured black, to 
put them in mind of that blackness and darkness that is within them." 
* This phrase is taken from the English Canons. The several things 
specified below may be found in the English Canons, 81, 82, 83; and 
in the Irish 94th Canon. 
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minuter/' where tbe Chnrch's order of Momitig and Evening 
Prayer, and the lenons from God*8 Holy Word, may be 
^'distinetly and audibly** delivered in your hearing: thb 
pulpit, ** comely and decent,** as the law prescribes, from 
which you may receive your minister's periodical instructions 
in Christian faith and in godliness, rightedusn^ and 
sobriety of life: that chancel, with its dteps of ascent and 
its partition rails, Where the marriage vow 'may be plighted, 
and the childbirth thanksgiving paid; and where your chil- 
dren, having been instructed and examined in the Church 
Catechism, may receive, if opportunity serve, tlie laying on 
of the Bishop's hands for their confirmation : lastly, the holy 
table, where yon may regularly partake, and whither your 
children, when confirmed and duly qualified, may be brought 
to partake with you, the blessed communion of our Lord's 
body and blood. These things within : without, also, there 
is not wanting that in the fashion and decoration of the 
building, which will suggest to your thoughts continual 
cause of thankfulness, and devotion, and desire of promoting 
God's honour and glory: whilst perpetual evidence shall be 
offered to your sight, as you labour in the fields, or as you 
walk by the way, (and I would that the " tolling of the bell," 
inviting you to ** come and hear God*s word, and to pray 
with your minister,'** may, ere long, add its concurrent testi- 
mony to your ears I) that you are not ^< without God," or 
without a house of God, <' in the world." 
3. Thirdly, from my preceding remarks yon will be pre* 

* See (he treatise intitaled " Gopcerning the Service of the Church,'* 
In our Book of Common Prayer. It should seem that the order of the 
Church for "a bell to be tolled," by the minister's direction, before 
Divine service, makes the providing of a bell obligatory upon those 
who are appointed by law to provide Church requisites. 
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par^d to estiiimte jiroperly the religions Service Of this day, 
^whereby the bniliilDg, wherein we lire assembled, has been 
set JBipart from all common and profane uses, atd been con- 
stituted a house of God, consecrated to him, and dedicated 
'to the solemn offices of his hdly religion. It is nO idle or 
useless ceremony in which we have been now employed. 
But in the 'formal appropriation of this building to God and 
his worship, we have been fbllowing the example of his 
skints of old : we have b^b performing an act of becom<* 
ing regard to Gdd^s honour and glory : we have been 
'solemnly giving to him what is now peculiarly his own : we 
%ave been doing a service with which we have reason to 
believe that God is Well pleased : we have been providing 
means fbr filling bur minds hereafter With greater reverence 
for his glorious majesty, and for affecting our hearts with 
more devotion and humility in his service, and thus for 
setting fbrth his glory, and fOr furthering our own happiness 
both in this life and in that which is to come. 

4. Lastly, you will be led, by oUr previous considerations, 
to regard this house as invested with peculiar holiness, as 
the house and sanctuary of God ; !and accordingly you will 
enter it, and conduct yourselves in it, with wariness and 
deliberation, with sobriety and devotion, with awe and re* 
Verence and godly fear. Thoughts of worldly business and 
woi'ldly pleasure ybu will Ih this house banish from your 
minds: the Ibngnag^ of your secular employments, still 
more, all language unsuitalile to your Christian character^ 
will be Banished ffdm your tongues : the eye will be re* 
Mrained from wandering in search of trivial amusement; and 
every gesture which betokens indifrerence, carelessness^ 
irreverence, indevotioti, will be checked and corrected. On 
the other hand, the knee bended in humble supplication, and 
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the erect posture adapted to the celebration of God*8 glory, 
the lips opened in earnest adoration, and the month showing 
forth God's praise, and the eye intent on tlie Book of Com- 
mon Prayer, or on the Holy Bible, or on the minister of 
God's sacred word, or lifted in tolcen of devotion towards 
the throne of the heavenly grace, will give evidence of your 
persuasion that the place whereon yon are assembled is holy 
ground. Thus will yon prove to all men that you duly 
estimate the blessing of being possessed of a house of God > 
that ypu know and feel the privilege of being able at all 
times to '* worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness ;" and 
that this his glorious sanctuary has not been builded, and 
furnished, and dedicated, and sanctified to no purppse, but 
that God by his word, and worship, and holy sacraments, 
and ministers, is " in you of a truth." 

5. Upon the whole, my beloved brethren, let the solem- 
nity of this day be cherished in your minds as a perpetual 
topick of delight and congratulation, and of grave reflection 
and admonition. That after a long period of comparative 
destitution, you have found a place of your own for God's 
worship, I rejoice with you, and ye may well rejoice. But 
every Christian privilege brings therewith proportional re- 
sponsibility in the dae use of it ; and therefore I counsel you, 
and I pray you at all times to bear in your minds the counseb 
that you ever apply this house of Go<l to the purposes for 
which it has been now consecrated. And may He, for the 
sake of his beloved Son, and |by the healthful Spirit of his 
grace, enable you so to worship him in his sanctuary here> 
that you may be hereafter transported to his sanctuary above : 
where '* the beauty of holiness," imperfectly exhibited below, 
shall be renewed and^consum mated in his celestiarcourts ; 
where the Church militant on earth shall be absorbed in the 
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Charch triampfiant in heaven ; and the spirits of just men 
made perfect shall be mingled with the angels around the 
throne of God ; and shall serve him night and day in his 
temple ; and shall never cease to celebrate his glory with 
cries of '* Amen, Allelujah." 



APPENDIX. 



€ONSECRA.TiaN OF ST. JOHN^S AND ST. JAMES'S 
CHURCHES, PARISH OF HILLSBOROUGH. 



(A$ repot tei in the UUter Timet of January 3, 1843 J 

The consecration of St. John's ehuxeh, KHwarlin, parish of 
Hillsborough^ by the Lcnrd Bishop of Down, Coimor, and Dro- 
iDore,took place on Thiirsday,th6 29th of December, 1842. This 
Chniehy whieh is endowed by the MarquiB of Downshire, with 
a salary for a chApbin of j£60 a-year, stands on the borders of 
the parish of Hillsborough, near the poiDt of junction with the 
two contiguous parishes of Dromore and Moira, and nearly 
equidistant from the Churches of the three parisshes, being about 
two miles and a quarter from each. It was completed about 
two years ago, and opened for Divine Service by license of the 
diocesan, but the consecration has been unavoidably delayed 
until the present time. It is built in the form of a cross, of 
hammered freestone, the quoins, corbels, window-arches and 
porch being chiselled, having a handsome triplet window in 
each of the Tour gables^ and a belfry-niche at the western end. 
The porch, whieh is in the angle between the west end and the 
south transept, bears a marble tablet recording the date of 
erection : — *' From the free contributions of the Marquis of 
Downshiie, the Earl of Hillsborough, and the inhabitants of 
Kilwarlia, aided by the Down and Connor Church Accommo^ 
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dation Society; by the Ven. Walter B. Mant, M.A., Archdea- 
con of Down, 1840." 

To its erection the Marquis of Downshire, besides an acre of 
ground for church-yard and burial ground, and the endowment, 
contributed jC175, and the Earl of Hillsborough jC30; the 
Church Accommodation Society granted j£220 10s., and the 
remainder of the expense of erecting, fitting up, and enclosing, 
amounting in the whole to above £600, was contributed by the 
inhabitants of the parish and neighbourhood. The western end 
of the building and the transepts are appropriated to the use of 
the congregation, giving 'accommodation to about 250 persons, 
above two-thirds being free and unappropriated ; and the west 
end, being separated by a moveable partition, is used also on 
week days as a school, under the control of the parochial mi- 
nisters. The eastern end, or chancel, contains the pulpit, read- 
ing-pew, and conununion table, and a few sittings also. 

The communion plate, which is very handsome, and suited 
to the size of the Church, was presented by the Marchioness of 
Downshire ; the Bible and Prayer-book for the desk, by the 
Countess of Hillsborough ; the furniture of the conununion 
table, pulpit, and reading-pew, by Elizabeth, Lady Dufferin, 
and her daughters ; and the communion table books by the 
Hillsborough Parochial Church Association. 

The Church has lately been adorned and beautified by the ad- 
dition of a stained glass window for the chancel, the gift of the 
Lord Bishop of the diocese. The design of this window (the 
execution of which does great credit to the artist, Mr. Coates, 
of Castle-iitreet, Belfast), was intended to embody some of the 
great truths of doctrine and practice belonging to the Church 
universaL At the top of the centre light is the triangle, con- 
tained in a circle surrounded with rays, emblematical of the 
Trinity in unity. Lower down, in the same centre light, the 
name of the Saviour is expressed by the ancient monogram, 
I.H.S., and his divine nature by the Greek " Alpha and Omega." 
Beneath these letters are the two tables of the law, con- 
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taining the Ten Commandments, written at length upon the 
glass. The lowest compartment of the centre light, and the 
whole of the two side lights, contain emblems symbolical of the 
admission of believers into the church by baptism, and their 
continuance in it by being *' stedfast in the Apostles' doctrine, 
and fellowship, and breaking of bread and prayers/ " Bap- 
tism" is symbolised by a font, over which the mystical Dove 
is hovering ; *' Doctrine," by an open Bible, standing upon 
ail antique desk,*and expanded so as to show very appropri- 
ately, at the heading of the pages, " St. John," and " Acts ;" 
the Apostles' "Fellowship'* is expressed by a Bishop, sit- 
ting in his chair, holding the crozier, or pastoral staff, 
in one hand, and raising the other, as in the act of giving the 
henediction, the figure being copied from some ancient models ; 
" Breaking of Bread," by a table covered, and supporting a 
paten vdth bread, and a chalice ; and " Prayers," by a minister 
in his surplice, kneeling at a desk, on which rests an open book 
with the words " Morning Prayer" legible. These designs are 
surmounted by imitations of Gothic canopies, and the figures 
are supported as by Mosaic pavements, having the appropriate 
words in old English characters under each. The whole effect 
of this window is extremely good, and it has been universally 
admired. 

Athalf.past eleven o'clock on Thursday, in spite of the se- 
verity of the day, a considerable and respectable congregation 
had assembled ; and the Lord Bishop was met at the porch of 
the church by the Marquis of Downshire, the Archdeacon of 
Down, the Dean of Ross, the Bevds. C. levers, C. Scott, J. £. 
Lewis, £. Kent, B. A. Agar, A. H. Leech, Joseph M'Gormick, 
J. G. Walker, and James Ford ; and the petition, praying his 
Lordship to consecrate the church, having been read by the Be- 
gistrar, H. T. Higginson, Esq., the Lord Bishop then proceeded 
up the aisle to the communion table, accompanied by his 
chaplain, the Bev. Frederick Mant, and the rest of the clergy 
present. After the prayers of consecration had been said by the 

c 
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Biahc^ and tlie sentence of coosecraiion read by the registrar 
tbe mornimg service was read bj the Bev. John C. Walker, 
chaplain of St. Jotm*a. The sermon wah preached by the 
Kushop, from Acts ii. 41, 42, being an able exposition of the 
conformity of the United Church of England and Ireland to the 
primitive ApostoUeal moddl>and an earnest exhortation to mem- 
hers of the Chureh to act according to their privileges. After 
the sermon, a collection was made to defray expenses incurred 
in repairing damage done by a storm in the preceding springs 
amounting to £12 — the collectors bemg the Marquis of Down- 
shire, and Messrs. Hercules Bradshaw and £. M'Conkey. 
Among the congregation present, besides those already named, 
where the Marchioness of Downshire, Lady C. Hill, the Misses 
Stannus, Col. and the Misses Hawkshaw, Mrs. F. Mant, the 
Misses Mant, C<»ry, M'Gonkey, &c. 



On Friday, the 30th December, the Lord Bishop proceeded 
to consecrate St. James's Chapel-of.Ease, erected beside the 
high-road from Hillsborough and Moira, near the boundary of 
the two parishes, and two miles and a half from each of the 
Churches, in a closely inhabited rural district. The Church is 
a plain, neat structure, of an oblong form, having a tower, with 
feur handsome pinnacles at the middle of the south-side, and 
a vestry.room at the north-east. It was buHt by private stri>- 
seription, aided by a grant of £280 from the Church Accom- 
modation Society, and the expense of the tower having been 
contributed by the Marqms of Downshire. The Archdeacon 
of Down, as Incumbent of the parish, is responsible for the 
duty of this Chapel. It contains aceommodation for two 
hundred persons, every seat being open and free ; and havmg 
been finished about fifteen months, and used for Divine Service 
during that time by license, has been regularly attended by a 
considerable congregation. 
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At the west end, raised by one st^ above the floor, and sar- 

rounded, by a rail, stands the baptismal font; and at the east, 

on eacli aide of the small railed platform ooi which the com- 

xaanioix tstble stands, are the pulpit and reading^pew. On 

each, side of the east window are suspended tablets, containing 

the Ten Commandments, the Lord's Prajer, and the Creed, 

executed in needlework, by Mrs. Mant, wife of the Lord Bishop, 

and mother of the Incumbent The triple east window, itself* 

is adorned with stained g^ass, representmg the sacred mono- 

gcacm, I.H.S., the gift of the Incumbent. The communioD 

plate was presented to this Church, as well as to St. John's, 

by the Marchioness of Downshire ; the BiUe and Prayer-book, 

bj ihe Lord Bishop; the office book, by the Parochial Asso. 

ctation> and the hangings of the table, &c., by the Coontesa 

of Hillsborough, Mrs. W. £. BieUy, and other ladies. 

The Bishop was attended, on this occasion, by the Archdea- 
cim. of Down, as his chaplain ; and the prayers were read by 
the Bey. Arthur H. Leech, curate of Hillsborough. Among 
the congregation present were — the Marquis and Marchioness 
of Downshire, Lady C. Hill, the Bevs. E. Kent, C. levers, J. 
Mussen, R A. Agar, H. W. Wynne, J. C. Walker ; Capt. and 
Mrs. Crawford, Mrs. and Misses Bielly, Cony, M'Conkey, &c 
The Bishop preached a most impressive and interesting ser- 
mon on the erection, beautifying, and dedication of houses of 
worship, from Psalm xcvi. 8, 9 ; which his Lordship has been 
requested to publish by the Marquis of Downshhre and the 
clergy and laity who were present at the delivery of it. After 
the sermon a collection was made, in aid of several expenses 
connected with the fitting up of the Church, amounting to 
£10 15s 6d, including £2 from Wm. Mussenden, Esq., Larch- 
field, and £l firom *' Amicus Ecclesio ;" the same individual 
having also sent a similar contribution to the collection made 
at St. John's the day before. 

The dedication of these two buildings to the worship of God, 
will, there can be no doubt, be regarded as a subject of deep 
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thankfulness to Him, for putting it into the hearts of His ser- 
vants to erect them, and make provision for the celebration of 
Divine worship in them, by many who were precluded, by dis- 
tance, from their parish churches, from enjoying as frequent 
opportunities as they may now have, of worshipping Him ac- 
according to the pure, reasonable, and edifying ritual of the 
church. 

St. James's Church is the eighth church, built by the Church 
Accommodation Society, which has been consecrated by the 
Lord Bishop of Down and Connor, in which number is not 
included the parish church of Tyrella, for which no formal 
sentence of consecration was required, but which was yet 
solemnly dedicated to God by the Bishop. There are three 
other buildings of the Society's erection, which it is hoped may 
soon be consecrated also — namely, St. John's, Whitehouse; 
Muckamore ; and Trinity Church, Belfast. 



Printed at the UUter Timet Office, BelfMt. 
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